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The Royal Chappel at [ | | 


W hite-Hall; EY 
on a 4 Wedneſday, Febr. 26, 1705. 22 4 


By Fr RANCIS Hicctxs, A.M. Prebendary | 1 
0 Chrijt-Church, Dublin. ; 


Amos, Chap. 3 10, L 3. 4 
Then Amaziah the Prieſt of Bethel, ſent to Jeroboam | | 
King of Iſrael, ſaying, Amos bath Conſpired againſt] | 
thee in the mid}} of the Houſe of Iſrael: The Land i 
not able to bear all his Words. --= A ſo Amaxiah ſaid q | 
unto Amos, O Thou Seer, go flee. thee away into the 
landof Judah, and there eat bread and propheſie there. 
But propheſie not again any more at Bethel, for it is | 
the King's Chappeh and it is the Kings Court — Fl 
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I Be warchful, Ng hon then the 51 ich remain, that 
are ready to- Dye : : for 1 have not found thy mou fees 


before God. ul — 
lll. 2 — donde recived, and beard, and | 
hold ? . 4ſt, and I epent. 770 1 
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HESE FEA ate pin fan Epiſite dictated 15 BN 
the Spirit of God to the Church of Sardis, of | 
which we know little more, than what we find = 
Recorded here; That it was one of thoſe Planted by the A- ö 
poſtles, which had a great Name amongſt other Churches | 
jet had ſo fallen from the Life, Energy, and Spiric of = 
f 

| 

| 


. Chriſtianity, that in the Eyes of the Almighty, it ſeemd | 
cher to be dead to every Good Work, pl: We to b Do 
rue Chriſtian purpoſe. - Y J = 

It ſeems to have Loſt, not aus Abe Pines der IS ve = 

Form of Godlinefs, and its very j Angel Watchmen, or 

Biſhops to be ſunł into ſuch a Liſtleſſneſs, Stupidity, or 
Lethargy, as to need a Voice from Heaven, to rouze them: 
0 put them upon their Watch, to call upon them, to ſtrive 1 
th Care and Diligence, to preſerve what yet remained j 
mongſt chem of che Sacred Depoſitum of: Chriſtianity = 
hich in all Likelyhood; without a more than rr agate | 1 
are, and Warchlulneſs, would ſoon follow the reſt. C | 
„The Works of the Church in general, were far "Bia . 
eing perfect before God; the Worth and Value of theit) 
"y mie: z the Rewembratce of God's Mercies to 
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Religion was leframongſt chem; was ſolooſe, and indiffe- 


4 on Aſh. Wedneſday, Feb. 26, 1705. 
them ia ſeveral Inſtances, were forgotten, and loſt amoneſ 


5 them; their Zeal and Concern. for Chriſtianity were fa | 
len bdow Lukewarmnels. What little poor . of 


tent to them, that God in his Mercy, calls to chem to hold 
that little Remnant faſt, as a Means to retrieve and reco- 
ver the Reſt by, and invites, and excites them im General 
to Repent of, and Reform from their Stupidity and Apo- 
ſtacy, their Coolneſs and Indifferency, their Careleſſneſß, 
and Negligence, by aſſuring them, that if they do not, 
He will come upon them as a, Thief; and that they Pol 
not know what Hour he will | come upon then; at- the ane 
ſame time Comforting the few Membets of that Church out 
who had not defiled their Garments, with an rafſurance, mg 
that they ſhall walk, with him in White for they are worth. 

He that overcumeth, the ſame ſhall be Clothed in White Na- 
ment, ſuch ſhall not have their Nanies blotted out of the Book Wl mah 
of Life, but their Names ſhall be confeſſed by the Holy Jeſu, that 
before his Father, and his Angels,---- He that hath an Ea, ot 
let him hear what ts Spirit faith unto the Churches. = God. 


Ze watchful, and ag then the things which remain, tht S 
are ready to che; for 1 have not * thy: e porfet le- ¶ groſs 
fore God. tar ft 

Remember therefore how cho beſt received, and beard high] 
an hold faft, and Repent. * it all 

From this account of che Church of Sardis He thaYznor! 
runs may read, and obſerve in how many particulars, wel emai 
agree with them in Circumſtances; and He that conſi- Neceiy. 
ders them ever ſo little, muſt readily acknowledge, that at thi 


ſimce e God s Methods with Careleſs, Ungrateful, Diſſolureſcur C 
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Backſliding Churches and Nations, are ſtill the ſame ( for 
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[ ſhall cherefore from the State of the Church of Sardis, 
and the Warning and Exhortation to it in my Text, and 
our own Melancholy, and much to be Lamented Agree- 
ment. with it in many particulars, take Occaſion, 


| Firſt, to ſhew what Qualifications are neceſſary to 
make a Work be found perfect before God; and here 
that many fpecious Actions wanting, ſome one or more 
of theſe Qualifications, are not found perfect before 

o LABS 


_—_— mn cc K 


— 6 
= Af UE: ay, 5 N Fs £7. 


— Ahead hp „ 


vorthily ere our Sins; and \achuowledging N 
dee 7 obtain aha Þ Him, "the God LN; pf Mercy per- p 
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F ſt chen, T ls te er whit 3 are mg 4 
to make a Work perfect before God, and here that many ſpecious | 


Actions, wanting ſome one or more of theſe Qual F, are the 
not founũ perfect before Cod. bo 

By Perfect here, 1 don't mean 1 void of all Imperfe&tion 42 
or Belec No; to expect ſuch à Perfection in out 7 


Works in this World; would be to look for Heaven upon MW 6, 

Earth, to make chat the State of this Life, which God 

has deſign! d to be the Glory, and Comfort of another. 
But by Perfection, I mean a Goſpel, Sincerity in all our 

Actions, 

Now to make our Works perfelt "before Gel, even 
in this Senſe. 

They muſt be Firſt good in PR TO . 
1 flowing from good Principles ; and, 
| Thirdly, directed to good Purpoſes. 
The want of any one, or more of cheſe eee 

makes any Work be look d upon as imperfect before 

God ; and juſtly deprives a Man of any hope of Reward 

for it, or-of loving, it accepted of by "he Holy, One of 

Frael. 

4 And indeed I am afraid, if we bing many of our moſt 

ſpecious Actions to this Teſt, that we Thall find them 

not ot only imperfect before God, but Men too. 45 : 
| | : The 
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* gion im general, or for the Reform d Religiott in particu- 
— Jar, will be found very often bur nglmg fo P raiſe, "0 


number of Zealots, and ſo rendring themfel ves confide- 
rable enough to be courted 92 the en in Power; bt, in 
Appearance, Godly, enough nor to be ſuf] 8 7 fan 
treacherous Defigns or Dealings in their laterrourſe oy 


knaviſh, and trickiſh, there needs no ebe 800 rove 
the Actions perforq d dow 2 7 gas 
ol Kg und perfect be 525 


themſelves, very y Har 
God ; but richer expoling ite to tlie Scorn 


to the juſt It Sis of the Alt nk f o- whoſe | 
awaysſtands naked, and hümaste d.. „ D1%g” 
19055 2 great” many Actions! Abel «Hom [the Die 


al, and heartieſt Sincerity 5 will 
aut 


the warmeſt 
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Such ger che Pete js of ne Ape 
ve Chriſtians, foretold by our Ble led 


ud them, the Time would Or hes "when W's / by d vec 
fore Whey did Gb 2 0% Seil pic in (i ant = 
ard V Death. % Onnen eſp ating, 1 ph n 2 
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- | -TheMi ght : Zeal; that ſome Nen prerend for Reti- . 
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preſetment, or Advantage; ſtttin lip 15 05 Leading Men, 
for the Heads of Patties, ſtrengchring themſelves. Sth, 5 
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the reſt of Mankind. When * Ends are thus ſelfiſh 


and Contemp of Men, e e is e and 


thi 


ates Of an” errontous ebene, tho Rafa hy 
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Ju? we find, he, did. nor « hunk the Error, in his Judg- 
ment; juſtified che Practice z but proclaims, and has let 
Hſe on Record in bis Epiltle to Timothy, a. Blaſpemer, 
and. the greateſt of of Sinne rt, for what he once did in Obe. 
dience to the Dictates of his Conſcience. ms 
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mma, of acting either againſt is Collin, or Tl 
Du . 4 12 LAS 1, LL 
pas we may * ſure We PF mY 40 evil tber good 
y come of it. We muſt not rob Houſes tõ Build Church- 
; muck leſs rob Churches to raiſe Families, and make 
118 We muſt not, out of an irregular Zeal for Reli- 
'on, or a Concern for its Preſervation, run into Rebelli- 
u: We muſt not, like the Phariſees, 'by our” Traditions, 
ke the Word of God of none. Effect; who, amongſt other 
ractices of this ſort, taught Men chat Conſecrating their 
ubſtance to the Service of the Temple, di liſpens'd, 4 with the N 
os of the Fifth Commandment... 
It is Corban, or 4 gift, Whereby then may} . profited 6 
e, was not allow d a good Pes by opt x: efſed Saviour, 
r the Jews Ne crit the Support, and Comfort of 
eir Neceſſitous on The Offering in it ſelf was 
ood, but the Inſerence from it, and rhe Reaſon for 
uking ir, were equally abominable. . 
Having, thus obſerved and noticed to you, very great 
merfeions in ſome of thoſe Actions Men ate apt to 
due themſelves upon, and laid down three Qualificati- 
ns which every Work ought to have to make i it 7 


. to, and perfect befart God : „Nach, els, Þ 
3 "i Firſt, That it be good in it ſelf. ICS 

ol Secondly, That it flow from 4 good Pridiciple; And 
8 Thirdy, That it be directed te 4 good Purpoſe : 1 

1, Proceed, To PINE 


Secondly, To vote out to you tis 270, and ſedate By 
dous Inſtances, wherein our Works are ſo far-from being 
und — W God; ou 2015 lo highly, and i | 

ff nera ; 


yp TT 
* 


"= 15 cn Ab Wed TA Fi 26, 7. 4 


Bt or => on rey 


nerally impious and provoking, as to male it all Mens 
Duty and Intereſt to call loudly one upon another, DLe. 
be watchful. and e the bing: e e and ae not 
ready to die amongſt, i a BE 
And here it is not my Intent or 8 ©; Enums SIA 
rate and expoſe the ſeveral crying Sins of the Nation, I nion 
viſible enough, God knows, to the molt unobſerving Eye 
but to point out thoſe Sources, and Fountains of Irrel. inſp 
gion and Lewdneſs, from whence the leſſer Stream 801 
flow, that have almoſt over-ſpread the Face of the Land Co. 
thoſe Abyſſes of Impiety, which have been of late broke; » 
up, and cauſed ſuch a Deluge of Wickedaels, that even 
the Ark of God's Church, and the few good People! int 
are in danger from the Inundation, 

And the firſt I ſhall mention, which in its Conſequen 
ces will take in moſt of the reſt, is the moſt unaccountabls 
Liberty that has been of late taken, not only in Convet 
ſation, bur in Books publickly. printed and fold abou 
our Streets, in ſpite 7 Biſhops and Judges, chrul 
upon Us, and our People at Church-Doors, to ſtrike a 
the. very Fundamentals, and weaken the main Spring o 
Religion in general, and to corrupt or looſen. the Princi 
ples of Chriſtianity in particular viz: in fome we have 
the Immortality of the Soul attempted, to be. diſproved ; f 
others, the Myſteries of our Holy Religion attack'd ;, in ſome 
the Inſufficiency, and: Defects. of the Canon. of the Serigture 
maliciouſly and vic ledh, tho weakly exposd ; and in all the 
Books writ by the Gentlemen on that de the Queſtion 
the Ordinances * Orders of our. God, his Church and 'Pricf:: 
buffooud, ridicul4, and wh. all the Ar, and Induſtry 


* F a — ; RI" ” > 2 Pa T4 : ; — 
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lens all che Application and joint Endeavours of Atheiſtical, 
4 a 9 / 2 88 . } 
, Lewd, Prophane Wits render'd, as much as in them lies, 


not only little and | contemptibley; bun deſtructive to dea 1 L- a 
BER TV and PROPER TV. The Diaha's of theſe EPHE- 


me- lANsʒ thoſe Popular Goddeſſes, whoſe pretended Vindica- 
ion, non, has ſo often furniſh'd the Craſtsmen of FACTION, - 
yo SCHISM, and REBELLION, with Power to raiſe and 
reli I inſpirit the unchinking Populace againſt God's true Reli- 


gion, its Orthodox faithful Miniſters, and: their lawful 


nd Covernours; an OLD GAME too often play d; and it 
rokeMis well if People have been yet deep enough bit by it, to 


diſcourage all other Attempts of that Nature for the fu- 
me. l ban T6 oof s e eee 


muſt confeſs, ſome Peo 


3i 75% 'S 


a * 


ple are ſo openly zealous in ma- 
king Proſelytes from Chriſtianity to their No- Religion; and 
from Loyalty to the Right of Government in the People; from 
Monarchy to Anarchy, by depriving of, or denying our 
Soyereign's Divine Right to our conſciencious Subjection, 
that it is not hard to foreſee what they drive at. One 
vould imagine, by their Practices, they ſet up for the A- 
poſtles of the Devil, Emiſſaries of the Arch-Rebel, and 


inciApoſtate Lucifer; but from their Principles, which diſal“- 
havYlow all Rewards and Puniſhments berenber, we have rea - 
; o to think, they believe themſelves ſecure from Puniſo. 
omeWrent, and hope for Rewards in this World, for their zea- 
Aale lous Diſcharge of cheir Herrid Miſſion. 74 ed 12 4 N . 1 
che And cho I hope none, who hear me this Day, are con- 


ern d in the direct Practice, yet Iẽ am aftaid too many 


iſtryFor reading ſuch Books with Pleaſure, or Indifference, or 
| | „ . 


12 ab e ge e 


2 
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at all,. without Abhorrenct; And it is well, I an Ty 
banal Courſe f careleſs,or wicked Living, and from thence 
a\ftarfnblookings for of 'Fmugment, according to the Princi. 
ples ef Religion, do not incline & great many to wiſh, 
even Nr e WT e to "believer to be 
tit. I . 1 
rm Of IO — 2 440 » 4.32 . Ty 385 Mell 

Noting Tk 1 Cortußtizn in Manners, a ER. 
wencable Diſregard for; or Indifference to our Holy Reli- 
gion, could give Wretches Audaciouſneſs, and Impudence 
enough, to belch forth ſueh Impities, des! about ſuch'poy- 
ſonous Principles; Avow ſueh Hhorrid Tenets {ant ſo dite 
the Juſtice of the Laws, and the Zeal and Power, of out 
Governours in Church and State. | 
It is the Number, and: Grandeur of PO de 
join d witch the Aſſurance they have, that a great many 
more, who lead 915 looks or "careleſs Lives; 
who, tho not arciv d' to the Pitch. OE betieving what chey 
wrice, wiſte well for their own Intereſt to the Cauſe, and 
whuld':be glad to find it provd true (which is a "large 
ride towafds believing it) that encoutages ſucli Unchri 
Lian Practices, . as no Kingdom under Heaven profeſſing 

cke Name of Chriſt, gs this, euer ſufter d to go un. 

noticed, or unpuniſhed. | 

For the Credit, and evertaftin A dor of the Church 
Mc Parliament of the Neigbbouring Iund, and with 2 
truly Chriſtian Sorrow 9 n for this, be it re- 
member d, and ſpoken, Monſters of chis Sort, who could 
not live tKere, but * proſceuted and driven from thence, 
ind, Shelter here. £ 
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Sedition, and Rebellion, 
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Monarch, to the Scaffold, ind Block in 48: undermining: 
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2 malicious and cunning piece 43#- 


5 by Loland. 


brought che pureſt Church in ine Chriſtian, Waldo Ded 
olation, overtürn'ꝗ the happieſt Couſtitution oi: Govern=. 
Wot, and brought our Queens moſt, Pious and. moſtt 
lorious Grandfather, our never to be forgotten Martyr d. 


our. 
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our Laws, and Religion publickly , and Poiſoning 
the Nation in their Principle, of Chriſtianity, and Loy- 


— 
7 * 


A third, openly Proſecuted and Convicted there, 
for Writing againſt the! Divinity of the Holy Jeſus, God 
Bleſſed for ever, has publickly fee up, and preaches in 
this City to an Aſſembly or Meeting of . Perſons of the 


* 
. 


ame Horrid Principles: Norwithſtanding, what Men 


call the Toleration Act, Prohibits all Perſons to preach or 
teach, who ſhall not acknowledge, and profeſs their firm 


belief of the Divinity of our Saviour, and the Doctrine of the 


Trinity. | ſay, what Men call the Tileration Act ; Becauſe 


| there is not one Word of Toleration in that Statute, tho 


we are ſenſible of its Effects, and Conſequences to that 
purpoſe : That Act takes away ſome Penalties Inflicted 


by former Acts on Diſſenters; but not in the leaft Re- 


peals, ot Weakens one Tittle of the Act of Iluiſormih, 


vrhich God be praiſed is Net in Force. So that if ever 
there was ſuch à Sin as Schiſm in the World; and any 


particular Perſons, or Bodies of Men, were guilty of i 


in this Church before the Paſſing of that Law; they arc 
in the ſame Condition ſtill, if they continue the Separa- 
tion. | | . 22 8 
For the obtaining a Human Law, to take off the Pe- 
nalties Impoſed by Laws of the ſame Nature, on Actions 
contrary, not only to the Laws of God, but to other 
Laws of the Land yet Unrepeal d, cho? without Penalties, 
can't be imagin'd to make that no Sin, which is till a 
Diſobedience to the Laws of the Nation, and which God 


„ eV. 
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has declär d to be a molt heinous one, and denounc'd 


Judgments and Puniſhments againſt. _ 


As for Inſtance, tho Men ſhould be ſo Mad as to take 


off all the Penalties and Puniſhments in the Law againſt 
Murder; nay, ſhould chey go farther, and Repeal all 
Laws againſt it; would Murder from Rb hee 
ceaſe to be a damnable Sin?;Z . N 


Thus, tho that Law has diſcharg d the Members ot f 


this National Church from the Penalties, which former 
Laus, with great Reaſon and great Piety, had laid upon 
Perftons, who ſhould Schiſmarically Separate e e 
from, and break the Unity of this Church ; à Church we 
know they can Communicate with upon ſame Occaſions, to 


get into Places of Profit, (but that may be to ſpoil 


the Egyptians ) or Truſt, (but that may be to overthrow. 


the Tables they Kneel at) God knows. their Hearts ,, 
for Men cannot reconcile, or unriddle- their Practices; 
[ ſay, though ſuch Men are diſcharged from all Penal- | 


0 | pe 1 15 r ? vo LIES © 1% 
ties, and have Liberty given them by a New Law, ta 


divide from the National Eſtabliſhed Church with Impunity, 


they ſtand howevet guilty of the;Schiſm-ſtill before God, 
and liable to the Divine Vengeance for their: Diſobedience 
to his Laws, and the. poſitive, Laws of the Lanc. 


_ 


I have taken leave to go a little out of the way, to. 


make this Obſervation; bu groerally ſpeaking, Pege 


ple fancy the Galt, and Danger of Schiſn, 3s taken away. 


OST oft; ODS WM FOLDER CINE IF 
by a Law chat gives them a Latitude of: being of What 


Ker they pleats beer b chen ; when God Khans 
al have ſhown you; the Vatter js quite otherwiſe ; and 
nothing more is done by that Law; but taking down., 


che- 


Was 
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the Fence, which the Wiſdom and Picty. of former _ 


had placed about the Sin: Though I muſt confeſs, we 8 
- 75 every Day, Men deluded by falſe Conſequences, 3 rher 
, our of the Boſom of the moſt Pure and W deim, 
Church in the Chriſtian World, by People, who g ind 
longer, only from Houſe to Houſe, leading 5 hi h nd 
Women, but Tyres Praclain they have their Iniquity loo 
Eſtabliſpd by 4 Law, and chemſelves 22 2 Level tha Jaily 
way with the National Church. n, 
But to return to the Aal . of the miſe- It, f 
table and languiſhing Condition of Religion among he [ 
us. | 1 
wn darkink che Pref cer, and makes * Scene en 
more gloomy, and diſmal, is the Conſideration how W's 
far the Infection is ſpread, and the* Body of che Na. epel, 
-tion fainted, either Wich Libertine Feines, or the Guil lap 
of them. lit 
For as thete is Miſprifion of 8 a pants Sove cave 
reign, where Men are not Princi le Actors; = Treachery 
and Cowardice in Subjects, who deſert the Defence oi for 
rhe Honour, and. juſt Riphts of the Crown, when they our 
are either undermin d, or attack d publickly by its 5 feat! 
nemies, Highly Pinifhable in all choſe, who ſhrink 
From their Duty, in ſuch trying Inſtances of their Fi No 
delity, Loyalty, and Courage, and much more ſo i {Jud 


thoſe, wle are more obliged to Watchfulneſs, and Zeil unt 
by their High Stations, and Commiſſions, whereby 


part of the Sovereign Power is delegated to n 
e and defend the whole : „ 2 
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So withour, doubt, the Body of Ach, or Nation, 


chere the Sovereign Majeſty of Heaven, the very 
zeing of the Almighty, His Revealed and Publiſhd Will 
nd Laws; His Charters of Grace -and Mercy, Pardon; 
nd Salvation, ſeal'd to us with the moſt precious 
lood of his dearly Beloved Son, are publickly, and 
ally artack'd, affronted, and inſultingly trampled up- 
n, every Chriſtian, from the higheſt to the lows 
t, from the King on the Throne, to the Beggar on 
he Dunghil; from the Biſhop, to the moſt inferior 
cer in the Church, contracts a Guilt, by bearing, 
y enduring, or ſuffering the Practice, witliout attempt- 
o all in their Powers in their ſeveral Scations, to 
epel, diſcourage, ſuppreſs, and ſeverely puniſh ſuch 
:phemous Antichriſtian Actions, ſuch Treaſonable 


olitions, and Declarations againſt the great King of 


* 
5 


ezven and Earth _ 


For certainly, the Evil that we do not, according 


our utmoſt Abilities, reſiſt and prevent, we are in a 


rar Meaſure guilty of our ſelves. 


No pleading prudentials ill avail us at the Day 


f Judgment, when God comes to call us to an Ac- 
unt for this trayterous Behaviour in his Cauſe; no 


read of great Men, or their Parties; no Fear of leſ- 

ing our Worldly Intereſt, or ſpoiling our Preſer- 

ent; no Shame of being ſingular, or reckon d 
„ Preciſe 


/ ., S 


1 


ö 
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Preciſe, can be pleaded in Abatement, or-Extenuation ob 
ſuch Cowardly Apoſtate Omiſſions of our knoun 
Duty. 5 1 955 5 


Remember the Aſſurance we have from our Bleſſed 
Saviour, who to ſuch. Wretches- will be a terrible 
Judge, that inboſoever is, aſham'd to confeſs him before Men 
ſhall be diſowned by him. befare his Father, which is it 
Heaven: And that only the few Names who were lk 
in this dying. Church. of Sardis, who had not fi! 
their - Garments, ſhould wall with him in white, and that 
becauſe they were. worthy; and obſerve. that the Spir 
ſubjoins a Poſition, or Inſtruction for all Churches 


which ſhall be in the ſame Circumſtances; That H A 
who overcomes, (which implies ſtruggle, and conteſt i Senſ 
God's Cauſe) the ſame ſhall bs clothed in White. Rainenii give 
and have his Name, not . blotted out of the Book, of L uach 
but confeſs d by our Bleſſed Saviour before his Father, ai and 
his Angels; which plainly implies, that choſe who af 

not watehful; who do not endeavour to ftrengthen . 004 
| Things which remain, and are ready. to die P who do no inſuli 


ſtrive, and ſtruggle heartily, honeſtly, -and hravely agar 
their ſeveral Stations againſt the encroaching Powegſ anc 
of Darkneſs, ſhall have their Names blotted out-of the Bu lay 1 
of Life, and be, diſown'd at. the laſt, Day by the H. dreſs 
Jeſus, before his Father aud his Angels,--- A,| weighty 2 unth 
tremendous Conſideration L But, alas! Who confide are, 
and lays. theſe things to. Heart ! How many of 0 deral 

„ 190) g 5 5 6: aut 


* 
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Angels, and Watchmen, who are prrticularly ſet apart, 


many Shepherds are drowſię and indifferent? How ma- 
ny Perſons, who are empower d and commanded to 
Mr) aloud, and ſpare not, to lift up their Voices like Trum- 
bets, to ſhew the People their Tranſgreſſons, and the Houſe 
of Jacob their Sins, are ſtruck dumb by a Fir of World- 


faſhionable Agues by ſome Damps, which have fallen 
of late, and for want of a Sunny Bank to bask 
on? . 1 . 


And on the other Hand, how are thoſe, Who have 
Senſe enough of their Duty, bravely and honeſtly to 
give the Alarm, to ſet themſelves couragiouſly againſt 


and gdulterous Generation, who fet not their Hearts aright, 


Mood: How, I ſay, are theſe Men reproach'd, revil'd, and 
na inſulted, not only by the vile Scriblers and Pamphleteers 
/ ſW-gzinſt God, his Church, and his Prieſts ; but diſcounte- 
wel hanc'd, and Brow-beaten by Men of Figure; (not to 
lay more) branded with odious Names and Characters, 
dreſs d up like Mad-men, and expos'd to the Fury of the 
unthinking Populace 2 Who wont be, or at leaſt ſeldom 
are, at the pains to conſider, tharthey are not the inconſi- 


Ce WE. 


and commiſſion d by God and the Conſtitution, to 
watch and ward againſt ſuch Practices, are aſleep? How 


y Intereſt, ſeiz'd with Cowardice and Shivering, got 


ſuch Men, and ſuch Practices, in the midſt of an evil 


ad whoſe Spirits. are very far from cleaving ftedfaſtly to 
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derable Perſons, but the High Offices of ſuch Men, which... | 
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are expos d, and ſtruck at by them; nat the Man, by 
the Function; not the frail Earthen Veſſel, but the Hex, 
venly Treaſure in it; not the Doctor or Vicar, bu 
the Envoy and Ambaſſador from the Great King « 
Heaven, with whom ſuch. Men are at Enmity, and 
whoſe Orders and Ordinances, and Miniſters they deipi 
and vilifie. 5 e 


Here then, my Brethren, is the Source of the Genen 


we: 
Wickedneſs, Lewdnefs, and Impiety of the Nation WM mo 
Here is the Maſs of Guilt, which Sits heavy upon thi Ro 
Church, and Kingdom; and which will, nay, which ma 
muſt ſink them both into Ruin and Deſolation; um 
every one of us, for one, does not leſſen the Load H berp 
withdrawing by a Timely Repentance and Reforma n 
on what either by. his Practice, or Connivance, or I U, 
differency, he has contributed to the Heap. * 
0 8 a rat 
Dont let us fooliſhly imagine, becauſe God is pleas whe 
to give us Glorious Succefles againſt our Enemies Abroad alter 
and to Bleſs us with a Pious Queen at Home, ( who Com. 
precious Life, God, in his Mercy to theſe Churches a the 
Nations, long preſerve) that therefore he is at Peaq bur 
with us; whilſt chus the whole Head is Sick, and the wholly 4 
Heart is Faint: and though the Queen, Lords, a 
Commons reſolve over and over again, that the Chur / 
is in no Danger, under Her Majeſties Adminiſtratio oy 
em! 


chat therefore we are ſafe and ſecure in our Impietie 


2 


MOORE ä ——— — —_— | 
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and Abominations, againſt the Avenging Hand of Hea- 
ven; ſuch Thoughts are too Fooliſh to enter into the 
Heart of any Thinking Perſon. Theſe great Favours 
may be the laſt Efforts; and Overtures of Merey to 
us, and if we go on to abuſe them, God can in an 
Inſtant vifit us with as great Judgments; for as we 
have found his Arm not ſo ſhortned, that he could 
not Save; fo we may be ſure his Hand is not ſo- 
weakened, that he cannot Pyniſh : And there is the 


many Bleſſings, and Favours he has from time to 
time ſhowred down upon us; nor the miraculous In- 


db rerpoſitions of his Providence, which he has ſhewed: 
nau in our Reſcue, and Preſervation, have prevailed upon 


us, to make him ſuitable returns of Duty and Service, 


whom ſor this very purpoſe he raiſed up, that he may 
ter ſhew his Power and Juſtice in his Deſtruction, 
Come upon us as a Thief in the Night, as He chreatned 


S 4 
Peac 


j an 


ſhall not know the Hour in which he will come upon us, 


hur us t 
atioſl we Crowds of People in our Churches; on the more So- 
iet lemn Days of Worſhip, (for God knows we have 


— 


more reafon to feat, ſince neithet the ſight of the 
Rod, which he ſhook over us for a while; nor the 


Thar in his Juft Wrath he may give us up to a 
Kate of Security and Hardneſs of Heart, as he did Pharaoh, 


the Church of Sardis; and it may be a great part of 
our Mifery, and Punifhment as it was of theits, that ve 


And let us not vainly imagine, and falffy Judge from i 


| 
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few enough at other times) that there is a mighty ¶ to 
Multitude, who are better diſpoſed, and free from the I me 
general Taint. e H 

For alas! If we ſeriouſly conſider, and obſerve that the ¶ fulc 
Churches in this City, and Suburbs can't contain the {cv 
Twentieth Part of the Inhabitants; that a great many gre 
of thoſe, who do help to fill them, are Men very In- xe 
different to all Religion, at the beſt of Latitudinari- IM Jud 
ans Principles; who come for Faſhion-ſake, and out of iro! 
civil Deference to the Religion of the Country, without 
having any Concern for, or Regard to Chriſtianity in : 
their Hearts; others to Qualifie themſelves for Em- that 
ployments, and to herd amongſt thoſe, who are to ſhare Pal 
the Offices of Truſt and Profit in the State z and Laſtly, and 
a great many to Watch, and Spy, and lie upon the catch the 


for the Slips, or Indiſcretions of the Preacher, or to ber 
make them for him, with Reſolutions Malicioully Ml ebe 
to turn, improve, and report, every thing to the Diſſer- 
vice of our Holy Religion, and to furniſh the hired paltry / 
Scriblers of the Party with Dirt to throw at us and 
our Holy Profeſſion, as ſoon as we come out of 
the Pulpit and Church, ( Wretches of this ſort. are to 
be mer with every Day, who bear the Port; and 


make the Appearance of Gentlemen; who pretend to be take 

of our Church and Communion ; who either to ſet . ligec 

up for Men of ſingular Thought, or uncommon Un- punij 

derſtandings, (for common Holineſs they dont pre- and. 

tend to) lay out themſelves and their little. Talents. 
| 9 
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ment; (for ſuch. I fear it is) below a. Man of any 
Honour, or Honeſty, not to ſay Chriſtianity, and which 


fuſe of Gaols, and Scapes from Gallows : I ſay, if theſe 


ſeveral. ſorts of People be Subſtracted from our Con- 
gregations, what a ſmall Number ſhall we have left 


from Heaven? ys 3 hi 
To print by we for our parts can do no more 


Danger, and beg you ſeriouſly to lay them to Heart, 


repent: ang then our Tniquity. vill not be. our T_T. 1-7 


ſer themſelves boldly againſt every Evil Way, I muſt con- 


be taken, oß theſe Practices, by thoſe of them, who are ob- 
seil liged by their Ordler, and high Stations in the Church, to 

puniſh Wickedneſs and Vice, 2 to maintain God s true Galgen, 
aud Virtie, t all n and Oppoſens. 


to this low, vile, and villanous Purpoſe; an Employ- : 


ſhould be left like other ſcandalous Offices for the Re- 


zealous for the Lord, to ſtand in the Gap. againſt the 
Judgments, which the Practices of the ma lowdly cali for ; 


than lay before. you. plainly, and honeſtly, the Sin and _ 
and in your ſeveral Stations, to be watchful, and ſtrengthen 


the things ywbich! remain, and that are ready to Dye; to remem- 
ber what Ho- have received, and heard, and to bold faſt, and 


And! as, 0 | the Clergy, * 3 are malt Concerned © 
and Obligd = preſorve, che. Purity of: Chriſtianity, a- 
mongſt. che Flocks committed to their Charge, and to 


les I am at a loſs, to account for the little or no Notiee 


Sure 


- 
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Sure there is at leaſt ſo much Power left in their Hands 
as to enable them to declare againſt ſuch Teners, and 
Practices, and to Brand the Authors and Actors of them 
with Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures; and to warn their Flocks of 
the Sin and Danger of Converſing with them, and the 
Civil Power of putting them into Places of Dignity and 
Truſt; and no doubt, . Intereſt enough in the Civil Ad. 
' miniſtration to engage that by Humble, yer Affectionate 
and Zealous Remonſtrances, to interpoſe the Arm of 
the Magiſtrate to Reſcue, and Preſerve the Doctrines and 
Orders, and Ordinances of our Holy Religion, from 
the Viſible, and Notorious Attempts of ſuch Men, to 
Undermine and Deſtroy them. e 


I am ſure the Spiritual Authority, might have been er- 
ercis d againſt. ſuch Men and ſuch Practices, even in: 
State of Perſecution. And nothing but a want of 
Zeal; or an immoderate Fear to offend or diſpleaſe 
Great Men, who may be thought the Fautors, and A 
bettors of ſuch Doctrines and Practices, can cafily be 
imagined the Reaſon why Her Majeſty, the Parliament 
the Judges, the Magiſtrates of the Land, are not ze: 
loufly apply d to, either by the Body of the Clergy in Cm 
vocation, or the Great Men in the Church, who have hei 
Majeſties Ear, to put a full, ſpeedy, and effectual Rog 
to ſuch thriving, flagrant, and fatal Miſchicls, 


T 
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This Arufon will not, be ſure, be ond by any of us, 
ich leſs wall at be? ww, that ſo long as we can keep out 
onities and Revenues, we are to wait for a more ſea- 
nable Opporcugiryr0'Oppoſe the Enemies of Ohriſtia- 
, and recover it from thoſe Diſorders which are ready 
ſeize its very Vitals. ( Ne N d N be 
me Folks Conſideration. ) -- 


* 
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But a - conſcientious lege ol: rather +ruft to 
Providence of God for his Bread, be an honeſt Door- 
vr in the Houſe of tbe Lord, chan ſneakiogly, creache- 
ll, and complyingly, dwell in State, amidff the Tents 
lngodiineſs: God is able to defend, and Save "his. 7 
urch; bur it is every good Chriſtian's Duty, to come "0 
the help of the Lord againſt the Mighty ; or, with the - 

abitants "of "Meroz, we ſhall be = bitterly. Let us 
n diſcharge our Duty, and good Conſciences in our. -4 
ral Stations, and leave the Event to Almighty Gd. 
ng aſſur'd, that whatever it be in this World, as to 
temporal Concerns and Heber Interefts, we 
have the Comfort in the next, ↄf having been found 
ful in our Generation thou OE fs may endure 
Night, Joy will come in the Meng; the Tempeſt 
blow over, or we ſhall get through it, and ſpine de 
in the Firmament with our God in Glory, To con- 
e all; ſince our heartieſt Endeavoun, without the 
Wine Grace and Aſſiſtance, will be vain and ineffe> . 
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Prayer to Almighty God for the; Preſervation of 
ee in her Colle forche anten, after Trin 
: 1 £3] ITE. ov - 1 

0 Lord, u we Mett thea let thy continual pity. cate anc 
fend thy Church; and becauſe it cannot continue in Safety u 
out thy. Succour, preſerve it nn ty Help aud 8 Good 


through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. meisten ens 


. To whom with. Thes andthe Eu Spirit >" ahree: Pr 
aud one; God, be aſerib d, as. is moſt due, ww e P 
Might, Mapeſty — e * time e ou 1 
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